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THE LIEUTENANT OF INISHMORE

Marein McDaoniph’s ougpur ay playwrighe
mcluding The Beawsy ucen af Leenane, The
Crippde of Inishmaan and The Pillaicnan and
e screenwricer and direceor which indlude fu
Brager and Three Rillbewrely Onsvisle Eblmng,
Micwiers, bove won him much accloim.
However, he has always remained no strange

o controversy: and  The  Loewtenanr of

frrjsdypaer is his mose controversial play

Written in 19949 @t was constdered w0
incendiary thar it was rejecred by the Royal
Nartonal Theatre and The Royal Coure both
of whom had championed his varlier work
McDonagh daimed this was because of
concern char the piece would so offend Irish
errorists  that theee would be violent
reprisals, or that the play could coneribure
towards destabilising the then emerging
Northem leelund peice process. McDonagh
wffirmed that he would not permit any more
of his plays 1o be produced unmil The
Livwienant  of fwidenire was staped in
Britain, Three years after the Good Friday
Agreement le Rnally was wnd wene on o be
successtully presentied around the world.

Although the simasion In Ireland has been
eeansformed since the play wax wrirten, it
remains eontroversild, Indeed, mose chan
oice | was asked swhy [ woulsd wish 1o stage a
play thar could be interpreced as showing the
lrish, and parnculary Irish republicaniam, in
such i bad light, In much | had noe
considered the play tn those rermadespiee my
Trish backyround and the signibcant stram of
republicaniem in my family history | my
grandfarher was a Livutendant Colonel in the
IRA in the 1920s), Why then was the lesy
than  symparhetic  depletion of  Irish
eepublicanism nor o comideration in my
choosing this play f

The primury reason win thae | saw the
orginal UK producton by the RSC in
Stratdurd quite by accident | hadd gone 1o the
miin theatre w see 3 Shakespeare producdon
when 1 noteed there was a new play by an
unknown  plywright ar their subsldisry
theatre, As an akterthought | batght 4 ricker
and there 1 experienced one of those rave
thestrical events whire | wis completely
blown away. Here was asturtlingly new and
orginal voice ~ danng, iconoclasric, sivagely
funmy wich un exsuberant vie of language and
i bold sense'of thearrcality. [t was ax though,
like plavwrght Joe Ormon, McDonagh had
harnessed the subversive potentinl of Gnce
and then applicd it eo the polites of vinlence.

The second reason was:that from the scare |
never viewed the plece as being specificully
aboue  Irish  republicanism: bur  about
fanaticiem and exeremism in all s guises.
Meldomagh has spoken of the play being
written rom a position of pacifist rage| that
it was a violent play thas was whole-hearsedly
anti-vinlence. By addressing terrorism in 2
way that was applicable globally, he could
explore its cultural representation and invice
us o reflect on our responses to je And no
audience should ever leave the eheare feeling
entirely comformble with their responses to a
Marrin McBonagh play.

As alwayy, 1 am deeply indebred 1o che hard
wirtl nd commirment of the thearre s,
production team and cast. | wonld like 1o
eXpress my immense appreciation to them

all,
Sroven 0'5hen
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Mark Lester ( Donny)
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Susanna Elliott (Mairead)

anifds rECeE MEETE LS chiade |

Joesph Gavin (Brendan)
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