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by Rory Kinnear

Who was it that said, “Family Isn't only about Bood - It about oaeal and teans,
boo P 1S the kind of quip you might dismiss it you see 1t on a greeting card. if you
see it while reading Rory Kinnear's The Herd, though, iCmight make you pause.

Fudy Ihatl because The Herd s one of those plays thal resonatos with different peaple
in different ways = and at different times, 11 1'd read this play ten yess ago, | might
rod have ‘gt b, Now P'm raising thres kids, however — cne of whiom sees D world
froimm a place on the autisbc spectoum - | ook Tod lght in shado Just as mch a5 1 chec
for monsters in shadows: Fven so, (Ps hard toimagine what the family in The Hend
s D Lheckugle

The play reviolhes around Andy: Andy has been inteHacteally and physicatly. disabied
since firth and has a mental age of ten months, As he tums 21, his mum—Caml -
arrangess 3 small gathering 1o celisbrate, Whlle the gueat of honour |5 brought from his
nursing home to the house, we mest the rest of the lamily that's pulled together and
tallen apart around him

Thie script of The Hevd offers extraocdinary contradictions: (s raw and IU's swiaom; 1t's
fenmvy and ils brutal, On occasion, I've réad a line while heading o rebear=al and
thowught Iktle of [ Then | hear the actor say (Eand it completely changes how | feel.
lust as'in rezl ife, words that harbour |ittle meaning to one perwson can be biding
haype, horror of hisartbresk (o someone else, This-is painfully true with The Herds
sensiive subjedct matter..

Tha Herd &5 the second play I've directed 5t the NVT and, as with the first —the 2008
productan of Bennis Kely's Orphans - Umoexiremely grateful to be collaborating with
a untversally brifiiant cast and orew. Our initisl sttempts 1o stage The Herd, back at
the start of 2000, were Conipletely derailed by the first Iockdown . 50 (s bath a
pleasureand a refief to finally share this remarnkable play with you

After maklng her directorial deliug vl Orisaas n 2008, Charly
Somrmors read o number of scripls - wilh surpeising intMerence
e | read e Maod thoogh. * seys Charly, * ) mmedisély wanted
1o do it i Gizzies on the page, and offers sericus challenges, both on
and off stags.”

Charty's theatncal enperiences inclides roles m Fomvnent & Sreeand
g Chales I Sheowas production manager for Aargone and wiate
& camic piece, e Siving for the NUTs shart-play festival.
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DIRECTOR: Charly Sommers « PRODUCTION MANAGER: James Maltby
STACE MANAGER: Erin Burbridge » ASSISTANT S5TAGE MANACERS: Carol
Croft, Martyn Coates « CREATIVE CONSULTANT: Dee| Johnson e
PHOTOGRAPHY: James Maltby, Strat Mastoris « DESICNER: Tim
McQuillen-Wright « SET TEAM: Simen Glazier, George Walter, Rob
Punter, Katie Brownings, Steve Coulson, John Everett « LICHTING
DESIGNER: Strat Mastoris « LIGHTING OPERATORS: Tamsin Mastoris, Esme
Bird « SOUND DESIGN /QPERATOR. James Maltby « POSTER DESICN:
James Maltby » PROPS: Erin Burbridge, Katie Brownings, James Maltby
s COSTUME: Charly Sommers, the Cast « HEALTH & SAFETY: lan Black »
PROGRAMME: lan Amos « LIVE STREAM: Apollo Videaux

Heartfelt thanks go fo Ben Gladstnne, Katie Brownings, Manan, Neil and Joseph
Tipler, Justin Sainsbury, Mike Stubbs; Lucy Hughes, Jules & Guy Cope, Jeremy Crow,
Beverey Grover, Neil Hadlay, Claire Lews, Alex McQuillen-Waght, Anna Reed, Liane

Sommers, Su= Sommers, Alan Stevwart, Harmet Wakefeld, Amare Extratime, P3CC,
Front of House, Box Office, the crew, all NVT volunteers.. . And finally the actors, for
thear cammutment, hard work and bravery.

This preduction of The Herd supports the charity Extratime. Extratime helps provide
quality activities for those aged 5-18. It also develops safe, fun envirenmants focus-
sing an what can be dons for children with disabifities, rather than what ean’s.

There are Extratime donation bexes in the bar. We won't hound you, but please
give whatever yeu can. It's a lecal charity, and every panny helpe Thank yeu.

An amateur production by arrangement with Nick Hern Books



Marian Tipler discusses The Merd...And how her family
copes with complex disability.

Marian, you kindly sgroed to congult on staging The Herd and have your son, loseph, portray
Andy. What's Joseph's condition; what challenges does he face?

Jnaeph has o range of comphopecdn, causmd by A T genenc condingn; KENHI Tasordern, Hir
't dpeik widl b o Bevlved onderstanding of wonds, bt finds bs swn way 1o commiumcle
‘Holcan’t walk far ~ but can make an impressive sprint when you teast enpect it His coordinanen
‘i poept bt e hias i strotg Erip when e spots penpls who infares him

Inthat respect. how much of the world does Joseph understand?

1 ot vy el | Te pecisle wha don't kniow him, b probabily ssems ke somensss wheo
eyl o vy mmcy it ol e e e ves i wihe mrabis strangets wiho gt hoo dose
anrd wppsrsands nething Bt he's actualy misch more than that. He sften, and quite siddenly,
‘s srereth g amazngg which aiqurtem\rmfyw He gives the bes hups — generally whan ha's
Arplog 1o dhnmwuﬁumm:hedum'lwm to do, He'd seyershy iy impairsd Dot
lovesidoking at plantsand troes vary cosely.

And what kind of challenges do you face as a parent?

They'r= compiie. Yon: have to-get usad-to- v LTS of pacpde mom your life: tharspsts, sacal
wsilees, (harities, schools, medical people. . Ty all do ase<sments of partiodas aspects af
wour chitd, Bt rarely seerm to ses the whols child. You have 1o coordinate therm and vl the
Wity — wark ol which batthes to fight, and wehich things o |et dhde, Then thete ure
Hduuﬁl'ﬂrlim pooers 1 places; gebting th rght cate; peaple staricg whan Josenh oy
ehuiitdren asking thedr pasents quebons and belog shuslesd aawe go by... We alo wonder who'd
Tk afonr soneph vl veir're 60 old to care Tor him, anid Toar what would hagpen i he has to
IHHEMILIMHIIIEIW Ao mysell ay 1o whether ywe're dolng the begt for him, But
TS maim concarnsare probokly geiting enougt peonle 1o rub his e, ko bin fon walks
i et e wlt iy ﬂrulrlup

la any area of your fife not affected? And (n whet wayi do you cope?
Wi, | thiek ot iﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂimm =~ rilatimeskiips wath tamily, Frignds, yourr partme | afoom
yr m’!ﬂ;mﬂﬂ&ﬂlﬂyﬂhruﬂnhﬂfthqmmim;phm It elsn affects how you feel
abiesest sociisty anet by yee retatE to ol commanity - b berrs of copEn, | try ot o be ton
iresiar; | oy to'k2ep intouch with people owtside the world of dinabiity. That'snat azsy - | like
My wpecial-meeds frimnde we ‘git’ sach ather. U 'can be sxtaustng septsEning tings to other

e WiNET | el v prespile nd stan sxplaEnimg about Ioseph, s reelly lerd o
aLlppirnrise s needs gl ol e el welnd thet some pecple sctudlly know sothlbig abodt
e warh w complex disability whes sveryone we know knaws so much.

b bt wemird to talk about i new?|
o Tisthe ik, s, o mo generally vary refliscene - we justcaenmy on with our Tyes; gnd deal witn

phings as thay codne slong. My Fovsbeok memaries 4t the mamsnt, for scmpls, remind me of
wifhess dosenh was in ospizal with precamonis five veers o, He was ventitated for nearly two



wresks, and In hospttal far abouta mdbnth— Mnhas:uwmmﬂutn!mmrﬁ'ﬂhhlﬂﬂhl
at the pictures now, it's hard to belleve it happenad to k., People sy things b,

childrem 20 tu special parents” anil cther such rubbinh... We're sl just trying (0 do !ﬂﬂl'h:lﬁ.
fike all parents 1's just areally diffesent eipgetlence of ientng : e

How important i it, than, to reise awareness?

That's & hard oueestion. 7 can el onteabistoing to st iklng on thie poaln oosd difficity ol
other peopls’sinres: But of course swareness i amportant = mﬁ't’lmm
enough space for o whaslchr b.El:l.uemuhI.E.. wmwmﬂrhmnﬁmumh

disabsliries could be sharing. Go for 4 walk with Joseph and you get to ool u’hﬁn-fm
ehotall; you start- o Unsdnrstand that g shadow on the pnwmlntuﬂhlmuld-hl afs you.
meed 10 be carefud of) vour could really enjoy o lovely peecsof cake

And in your experiance, what would help raise that swareness?

it prevhably starts with move genuinsty inchstee education and play, lesum dhd socal
activites for children, i slen needs a shift in how society valhies hﬂhﬂdhﬂmm
MEasuTing our Worth by low sconomically active we s, Onan sveryday kevel, It'd be good
it peaple could move agay from the*itsnude 1o mare® mentaling m'ﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂ-ﬁ
holba™ welien thiey soe somivons who seorms diffarent, List childen sk giisstions abatd.
drsabelity — and ry to answer them hooestly. It you don't know the mlﬂﬂﬂwm'i fry
b find out why @ bilg boy might be in a wiheelchair, stampinj, fis feet, chawang his toys, 05,
and | hate it when childesn say, “Why's that man gat baby toys?*— Tovs are fust toys; thinyie
fiot wehesoed wwarits R0 pilay weth thises,

¥ou'll get ne argument lrom me thetal A4 1 recall, you resd The Herd some tima sga. What
da you think the play geta nght? And what does it net do 3o well for you?

Hountl it deephy affacnng. o cartainty captures the way in Which coring fon 4 sevidely disibled
child affects evary aspect of yaur We and ¢lpples out to the wider Lmity, | didnr 1'|nd e oy
and fun that we enjoy togethar reflected in the play - the laaghs we have with Friemdy, and
the suppart we give-each other. But our family dtuation i gote different to that of the family
e th gy, s deeerph B nowbimee nnor as madcaliy comples o Andy,

Pflarian, we need to wrep thiz up but [ want to thank you for making tme for the NUT i'd.

also like to thenk you for speaking with wﬁihﬂlmﬁhmlﬂmﬂiﬂ
question... When asked, you suggested we raise funds for Extratime. Tell us about that...

Biat at all: thank yout | hape | dide’t ramble | Sty atime elus s chillel e and mnlnph with
additional needs the ppportunity 30 pay and Have Tue hmlmmﬂ% = svhagn
theyr= valisd for whatt thay can do, not judged by What they can't H:I_I‘:rmth
Entrerfitme afterschaol cub, holiday playachenie and youth ;Hinr[liﬂmﬂm-ﬂlhp phuc=he
ot to sp=red i with a mis of children, ey from s italia et that | eould joo o werk,
knwing that iosegh was safe anid happy, trying new things and having fun. inclushee lsisurs
artivities aten't easy to fiod, and make a tige diference to children and familles. We sat i ln-
becaise there wis nothing else like it hete —and thera stillsn't.



The Firmish word sisu - pronounced "See-Sue* - lachs an sxacl English
trinsletion. Roughly speaking, ihough, I's & near-gretematurad senss of
determination. Along with her love of lamily, it's this ‘sisd’ that defines the
character Caraol

Whith' &0 yesrs of acling undec hoee belt; Katie has oSt counl ef hor appesrances
Al the SVT Thes 8 her second rote Bere fﬁ“ﬂ'\'l'll!ﬂ AN S -year faraas from the
stage; the firs) was as Matran in 8@ Wy Baby

Ashed what she lkes aboat her character, Claire, Grace nominates her
ik, cold wit. Srace sse admires ihe (ool that Claire siands up lar
nersetf - despite the dfficulties it can cause

Thisn & Grace’s firal produection with the A% But i's hard to maging it
toing har lasll Her previcus crodits molude The Sound of Sfuse at the
L oroian Calipdiue, and dahaes fo defhes for the S50

Whao was il that said, “Woman are the tree frchitecis of e worid™?
It's tvard t0 argun with that as you watch ¥l Donsford play a
figrcely proteciia matriarch, Patricks, Wasplsh, fery and fantastic,
Fairicia b5 ar the heart af the famity that's pulling tegether bu fallng
apart

In e Fofure of Dorian Oray Dacas Wilde suggesis, “The trapedy of sld
B2 s not Tt ans b5 old, bt thal one @ young.." fehn Talpad sesas the
truth of this in his charscter, Brian. Held back by the ag2 of his body, L
pushed on by the youlh of hee spicit, Brish brings propartion, humous
aiv layally fa Tha M

Jann Tolpull 1= s respected and much-soughl aclor, His provious work
includes memarabile reles in Aag Chardes B Mo Man's Land, The
Argmisls and Pickinabk

Lewis Todhurter (8 maling ks AV dabin playing Mark. s ihe only charsoier
that's mot a rember of e Tamady, Mark i arguably the less) allectsd ol 1he
players Ha's create and taibd back, and hugely supportive of {hoze e loves
Even i frying times

MNoting he hias URle theatrical experimice, Lewls sayn this play has bem pye
apehing, He adds thal working with the casl has gien him more confidence in
sqpressmg his spnins, We're delighled 10 welcome him ta ihe VT




&35 an absenlee Wather, the character lan has baen ke the tamily looking
aut.. And B now oulside lockeg i, 7 e AYTdebal, aclor Rob Pundar
mmoues iEn with UL gelermination - angd & Troubed conssnce

Rob's actng raled inclede musical parta n Ghves e Progieess snd Belio
Todfy He had also sppeared in the plays e fver and Anrma’ Eamn
Otfstage. Rob's thestre work includes prop making snd set design/
consiruchion for Srpar Hig contrituteon Lo The Herd s#l has teem
ERAarmaLs.

Determmed Checky, Hoppy These are the (hres words Marian Tipler
Usees (o deserbe her 2o, Josegh |n (his productnn, Joseph portrays
e character Andy,

Mo 23, Jeampl Was diagnosed with e condaseh KORHY o the age of
TR MCHHT leaved Joseph with mot anly physc ol disadifilies, ul alse
compled senspry @nd Legrnmg impairments, WeTe griv|leged 18 have
Marian and Joseph working on The Herd

Booking NOW N T at newventure.org.uk

MEASURE 2 MEASURE

& UNSANCTIONED
written/adapted by Sam Chittenden
Fri 18th to Sat 26th March

This unusual double-bill pairs a brand-néw dystopian drama with an
edciting reworking of Shakespeare's difficult ‘comedy’, to explore sexial
palitics in twio radically different places and times.

LUINSANCTIONED Is set in a world ravaged by climate change, in which
all pregnancles and births must be state-sanctioned. It is an intimately
scaled and female-centric tale of infittration and betrayal,

MEASURE 2 MEASURE is astripped down, ore-act adaptation of
Shakespears's play. This version focuses an the #MeToo-like theme at the
heart of the play, without any pantomime ar get-out clauses,

Togather, the two plays explore themes that are hugely relevant todiy,
including climate change and the abuse of power— both personal and
political. The preduction includes adult themes and some strong languags.
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Contacting tha NVT

For ficket, sfematan only, ool
the Boy Office - (1273 748118
To book, fickets or for attwr
miprmalicon check ous wakbsiie al
Al AN L O,

Al othar enguinos (H271 808083

NVYT - Youth Theatre
HAT waicoman @F young poeaphe
(11T with o pasadan e or an
et it Shewirn. Fricaya .30
§.X0pm. EBD por 10 wesh mmy,
fmt sanskon s FREE

NVT Acting Class
Classnn will msumm shorily - plamse
s waimite for details. 8wl oool
s gl £5 porpssian (€2 bor WNWT
mumitnrs ) Fient seart = FREE]

Bacome a Sponsor

250 Adyestiae o iha wsbniie,
n wach programme and ouf naws
Pertier o e e Fas. b o
tiowaln par ahow Comtadt
turdrairingnmesssniune o u
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Cirwiny il bocoma mn Angel,
Archangal or even frhangel
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ol teaivs. Far fusthor |ndormaiion
pleawe contact s Anpals
Coprifirmion Gerry MoCnadgen
arpainifrawiriu org uk

Mambership
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£15 o v, Ful parficipation,
diszount an lioats & rewsieilsr
EhsdaniUrwaged - £10 & jpaar
Aeny plvorem . Prowal of afaros &

Viktor E. Frankl, AMan’s Search for Mearing



