TURPIN

BRY BARRY PURCHES

VENTURE
THEATRE

sk Ve
[aigrien 001, 37T

Friday 17th - Saturday 25th Jume 2022 at 7.45 pm
Matinee: Sunday 19th June at 2.30pm

www.newvemure.nrg.uk
www.facebook.com/New\entureTheatreBrighton

Smgpblicild Flai-Sy He Helad !




BY BARRY PURCHESE

Richard Turpin: san of 8 butcher, Bnd-a man with the possibility of & caresrand &
reasongahble lfe. The legendary highwayman had cholces, and yet he chose the open
road and & life of crime. Since then, many have continued 1o be fascinatad by the man
behind the mask and a brace of intlocks. And not just Turpin, but other chasrsmatic
pangsters and wviltains that followsd him — somehow, wa e ready to overook the fact
that criminals [ike Dick ane prepared to go o any lengths to pet what they want.

Largaly set in the teghwayman's condemned cell in York. Turpin exploras his life through
a serios of fiashbacks. Wi mest a variety of charactars along the way, inciuding his bast
friend Tom King and other criminal associzles, "onlookess, wall-wishers and gawpers' to
his confinement, and the priest frying fo save Dick’s soul

Barry Purchesa's fanlastic rmpulstion as & writar s unguestonsd, and when ha
appreached me to direct Turpin, | was both delighfed and nervous. As a play, Turpin
makas an interesting read, with its greal attention |o detail and exiensive resaarch into
Dick's life aviden! throughoul. However, whan placed In the hands of an axtramaly
talented casi, the real quality of the-writing shines through, as the sfory lifts from the
page and the characters come (o ife. We get the reasan why we go to the thestre: a
drama, We get an incredibile story that s in tum funny, maving, fightening and
thought-provoking. A story where sometimes life is stranger than fiction,

I's not just In thie writing where I've been lucky — I'm profoundly blessed 1o have
assemblad a fantastic cast, with each member contributing thedr creative talant to the
work with absolute commitment and energy. As ever, the team behind the scenes are
the unsung heroes, withaut whom I'd be unable lo do my job. I'm proud of avery single
one of the cast and crew, and my sincerest gratitude goes ko them, and to Barry for
imviting me to direct this amazing piece.

On behall of everyone involved, thank you for your continued support of the NVT, we're

immensaly grateful and hope that Turpin will give you plenty to talkk about in the bar
aftnrwards! '

Mark Lestar



TURPIN = Culann Smyth
PRIEST - Andy Hutchinson
TOM KING - Mickey Knighton
JAILER - Jerry Lyna
BOB - John Everett
MARY - Amanda Harman
EARL / MAN - Simon Messingham
COUNTESS | WOMAN - Sophie Hartley
GEORGE / PAMPHLETEER - Jason Lever
JACK / TAILOR - Thomas Dee

DIRECTOR: Mark Lestar
PLAYWRIGHT: Barry Purchess
PRODUCTION & STAGE MANAGER: Gabrislle Bowring
DEPUTY STAGE MANAGER: Bryony Weaver
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER: Marion Drew
COSTUME DESIGN: Alice Clark
MAKELIP; Emese Csoma
SET DESIGN: Gabrislla Bowring
SET CONSTRUCTION: Simon Gilazier § George Walter
SET PAINTING: Jean Parker & Simon Glazier
LIGHTING DESIGN; Dan Walker
LIGHTING OPERATOR: Esme Bird
SOUND DESIGN: lan Black
SOUND OPERATOR: Alice J Crouch & Carol Craft
PROPS: Gabrielle Bowring & Bryony Weaver
POSTER & PROGRAMME: Tamsin & Strat Mastors
PRODUCTION COORDINATOR: Tom Kilch
REHEARSALHEADSHOT PHOTOGRAPHY & SOCIAL MEDIA: James Maltty
PHOTOGRAPHY: Strat Mastoris
PUBLICITY & MARKETING: Ceiri O'Douglas
HEALTH & SAFETY: lan Black

To Alice, Vania and Saskia at Gladrags for their wanderful help with the
costumes, Stafford House for the rehearsal space, the Wick Theatre
Company for the additional props and, as aiways, o the Front of House and
Bax Office leams, without wham no show would gver go on.



Culann Smyth - Turpin

Culann hias basn invalved in productions for the
MWT since 2012, most recently appesaring in The
Limutenant of Inishmomn', 'Pickwick and Wailar', Tha
Languaos Archive', The Messiah', The Real
Inspector Hound” &nd The Homecoming', He has
also performed at the Brighion Litlle Thests in The
Thrill of Love', while his appaarancas in he Brighton
Fringe Festival Include ‘A Steady Raln” and 'Blus
Sky Thinking'. He has thoroughly enjoyed working
Wwith such a greal casland crew on Turpsn,

Andy Hutchinson - Priest

Andy has peromisd in several productions at the
MW, most recently in this years The Lieulenant of
Inishmaora’; his pravious notable appearances have
bean in 'Richard Il', ‘Breaking the Coda’ and “Of Mics
and Men'. Other work has seen him performing on
stage al The Edinburgh and Adelaide Fringa Festivals,
and his TV work has most recantly included a
portrayal of the sedal killer Dannis Milssn in Voice of
8 Senal Killer for CBS Reality,

Mickey Knighton - Tom King

Mickey hails from Sheffisld and is of Irsh descent. and
came toacting ter than most. He has a 8A in fitm and
sociplogy, and has bean fasoinated and entartaingd by
the oraft of acting since youth, & formear career in the
restaurant [Mdustry, &2 well as stinks bving in London,
Spain, Newcasties and Brighton, mean he brings a
vaned |ife exparence o his chamcler research,
rehearsal and performance, which he approaches with
enargy and empathy. Darkly comic, dry, wilty comedy
are his driving chamotenstics; howaver, via his training,
he's alsn found fimsall 8t home playing strong charac-
ters in confemporany drama, 28 well as refishing tha
challengs of classical or historioal laxt,




Jerry Lyne - Jaller

Jomy k= an actor and. diractor. He has acted and
diracted for the NVT, and & number of companias
over the years, gaiming & couple of awands along the
way. Next saason, he's directing 'Not Talking” by Mike
Bartlet

John Everett - Bob

John has eppeered in The Lisutenant of |nishmare’ for
Ine NVT, "“Coronalegues’, ‘Baroll Wracked™ and "Aladin-
sane for Cascade Crestive Recovery Productions and
The Washing Up’ for Small Performance Adventures.
He's wiorked as a diractor for Brighton's Gol The Y
Factor-and Aladinsane for CCR Productions, a3 well as
& designer for ‘About a Revolution' and 'Evanywhers’ for
Windmill Young Actors, ‘Gataxy Quesl’ for Infinile Jest
Theatre and "The Weshing Up' for Smiall Pedormeance
Advaniures.

Amanda Harman - Mary

Amanida has besn with the NVT since 2012, making
her debul a5 thie Murse in ‘Medea’, and this will be her
10th production. She is happy to be back-at the NYVT,
having last appeared on the slage as Mamarel Lake
in it production of ‘Gabrial’ in 2018,




Simon Messingham - Earl / Man

Simon has appearad in a number of pays al the NVT,
inciuding “The Winslow Bay'. ‘Hughie’, The Father’
ant The Herbat Bad'. He is curmanily al an age wherns
ha |s cast as Dads or Tolfs. Or Tolf Dads.

Sophie Hartley - Countess / Waman

Sophie-is thrilled to be-retuming to the NVT stage, having
last appaared in the onginal production of ‘Elaphant's
Graveyard’. She has most recently bean invialved in a local
performance-of ‘A Midsummer Night's Dresm’ ot Stanmer
Housa, Prior to har move to Brighton, she actad in
numersus plays including 'Our Country's Good' and The
Threepenny Opara’.

Jason Lever — George/Pamphleteer

Jason i5axsited 1o act In his second play at the MNVT,
following his debut a8 Bill in ‘Hangmen' this year. He has also
had his work, ‘An Usher Pushed Too Far’, fimead for the
MVT's Monolegue Series as par of s Virual Season in
2020, Ha has acted in several Brighton Little Thaatra
productions, and at the Lantem Theatre during his foundation
year al ACT.

Thomas Dee —JackMailor

Thorras is dalighted o mium 1o e stage, afier 2 long
hiatus, In his first production with the NYT. He previously
wrote for the stage during university, and won national
awards for hisaffors




Mark Lester - Director

Mark has baen back at tha NVT for five years, and is
jpraud o be part of s Artishe Director team. He has
appearad n The Deep Blua Sea, NVT's award-winning
Anna Christle, Jumpy, The Father, Gabriel, The Winterding,
The Leutenant of Inshmore and Measurs for Measurs,
and has directed James Mclure's Laundry and
Bourbon/Lone Star and August Strindberg’s Miss Julie.
Miark is very excited (o be direching Tumpin, and warking
with an extremely talented cast, crew and design leam.

Barry Purchese - Playwright

Barry was a talevision scriptwriter for over 30 years.
During this time he wrole original drama, adapled novels
for the sorean, was kead writer on "Grange Hill' for 11 years
and worked on many saries, mcluding 'Casualty’, ‘Minder™,
‘Boon’, The Bill', ‘Paradize Club' and ‘Midsomer Murders'.
He's won a Broadcast and two BAFTA awards, His play
'Pickwick & Weller' was performad at the NVT in 2018,
and "Turpin' Is his second play for the theatre.

Communicating Doors
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Renawal al New \enlure - Year Two of our 5 Year Plan
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