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95 A Wonderful Life

Each man's life touches so many other lives, and when ha isn't around ha leaves
gn awful hole.

What a tough road we have all fravelled these past few years: As if the pandemic
was not enough to copa with - then the war in Ukraine and now the cos! of living
and energy crisis .So we thought we could all do with something uplifting.

| rather like this excerpt from & poam by Irish post Derek Mahon which looks
forward to batter happier timas:

The sun rises in spile of everything

and the far cities are besutiful and bright,

I lie hers in a riot of sunlight

watching the day break and the clouds fiying.
Everything iz going to ba all right.

That is as good a place {o start as any. Mo ane Is born to be a faillure. No one Is
poor who has friends. These simple thoughts were the inspiration for lonight's
gtory, A celebration of how each of us can make a difference, At our core as a
community we have an empathetic spirit. In good times and in bad. George
Bailey, pillar of his community, & kind man dedicated to the welfara of others.
Through the actions of the town's avaricious local banker, Mr Potter, George
wishes he had never been bom. In answer to the prayers of the townsfolk for the
missing George, a merciful angel comes to the rescue - showing George what a
sad and sorry place the world would have been without him. On his journey
George realises that he truly has a Wonderful Life.

A powerful and inspiring story with a life affirming message of rademption,
hope restored and renewed. | hope you will enjoy watching the Cast play
many different roles in the style of period and the Crew creats the vision,

What better a way to start Christmas season.

Gerry McCrudden
Director



FOLEY/STAGE MANAGER - Samantha Howard

ANNOUNCER (FREDDY FILMORE), SUPERINTENDENT OF ANGELS
& MR MARTINI - Tom Slater-Hyndman

CLARENCE - Michael Urwin

VIOLETHOUNG VIOLET/ZUZUMIAN |IN BANK - Laura Scobie
MARYAYOUNG MARY - Amy Brangwyn

GEORGENOUNG GEORGE - Abbi Crawford

MR GOWER/MR WELSH/SCHULTZ/UNCLE BILLY - Neil Fitzgerald
PETER BAILEY/MR POTTER/NICK/ERNIE - Alistair Lock
HARRY/SAMDR CAMPBELL/BINKY/CHARLIE - Aaron Coomer
MRS ROSE BAILEY/SADIE VANCETOMMY - Amanda Harman
MRS HATCHED/RUTH/PETE/MRS THOMPSON

/BRIDGEKEEPER - Elaine Larkin

MATHILDA/COLLINS/BANK TELLER/JANIE/BERT - Elizabeth Kroon

Oither parts played by members of the Company

DIRECTOR: Gerry McCrudden

PRODUCTION MANAGER: Came Hynds

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: Tom Skater-Hyndman

STAGE MANAGER: Gaby Bowring

STAGE CREW: Bryony Weaver, Carrie Hynds, Terri Challis & Samantha Howard
SET DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION: Michael Folkard, Simon Glazier, John Everett,
George Walter & Gaby Bowring

SOUND DESIGN & MUSICAL TRANSITIONS: Alistair Lock
SOUND PROGRAMMING: lan Black

LIGHTING DESIGN: Strat Mastoris

LIGHTING RIGGING: Strat Mastoris, Will Scott

SOUND OPERATOR: Paul White

LIGHTING OPERATOR: Alex Epps

MAKEUP: Emase Csoma, Zo8 Ferguson & Evalyn Badi
COSTUME DESIGN: Sarah Davies & Laura Scobie

HAIR & WIGS: Samantha Howard & Laura Scobie
CHOREOGRAPHER: Michael Urwin

PROPS: Gaby Bowring, John Everett, Simon Glazier
POSTER & PROGRAMME: Tamsin Mastoris
PHOTOGRAPHY Strat Mastoris

PUBLICITY & MARKETING: Carria Hynds, Gaby Bowring
HEALTH & SAFETY: lan Black

With thanks to:

Keith Bartlett, Paddy Cunneen, Steve Hoar, Louisa Husklsson, The Brighton Birdcage,
Rod Lewis, Sheelagh Baker, Vania at Gladrags, Brighton Litle Theatre and as always, to
the Front of House and Box Offica teams, without whom no show would ever go on.



Samantha Howard

Samantha trained at the Gloria Roberts school of drama
& danca. She then performed extensively in musicals,
both intemationally & at home, induding “Marne®- Marme,
*Julie"- Showboat, "Adelaide’- Guys & Dolls, "Rizzo’-
Gneasa, "Tracey | ord™- High Society, "Alice Beana’-
Thanic, “Tha Mather Abbass™ The Sound of Music, “Dally
Levi’- Hello Dally & *Mrs Cratchitt® - A Christmas Caml
Samantha also has numerous TV, Film, Play & Radio
credits & after sludying for an MA specialising in Voeal
Pedagogy, she is now running her own business, “Vocal
Chords’.

Tom Slater-Hyndman

Torm mos! recently appeared in ‘Paradise Rocks" at
BOAT. Previous NVT productions include ‘Pickwick and
Weller, Dick Barion and tha Tango of Temor”, "Amongst
Barbarians’, “The Winsiow Boy' and ‘Biloxd Blues'.

Michael Urwin

Michael has bean involved with produchons at The
Brighton Littls Theatre which included playing Tybalt, in
‘Romeo and Juliet', a5 well a5 direcling and choreograph-
ing for their productions inciuding "The Rink™ and "You're a
Good Man Charlie Brown'. He has also directed and
choreographed for Brighton Theatre group, "Jesus Christ
Superstar’, 'Annie’ and ‘My Fair Lady’.

Laura Scobie

This is Laura's eighth production with NVT. She was lasi
seen there playing Shifey in ‘Hangmen'. Other recent
rales include U Boat Caplaind Edith! Andrews Sister in
Dad's Army’ &t BLT, and a saullery maid in Town House
Voices' at the Regency Town House. She is over-the-
maon 1o be in ‘It's a Wonderful Life”, and hopes that
audiances leave with 8 warm-and-fuzazy feeling

phoba by Miles Devies



Amy Brangwyn

Amy frained at The Lee Sirasbeng Thealre and Film
Institute in Mew York and her professional credits include:
Alex in Sleven Green's acclaimed production of 'A Clock-
work Orange’ with Fourth Monkey Theatre Company,
Catharina in Cameron Jack’s 'A View From The Bridge'
gl The Broadway Theatrs, and Ensambia in Ann Aking
‘Conversations With Love® at The Soha Thealre & River-
side Studios. It's A Wonderful Life” ks her first production
with The New Venlture Theatre.

Abbi Crawford

Abbi Is-an actor, mpper, singer and model. His back-
ground stams from the four-man rap outfit Scribe Triba
and in recent years has been focussing on his acting.
The last 12 months accolades include 'My Fair Lady',
‘Frankenstein’ and you might notice his face modelling
ouiside the Brighton i360. Abbi is a new mamber o
MWT and he is ecstatic about the wonderful role. We all

hope you enjoy the heart-warming story of love this
Chrisimas.

Neil Fitzgerald

Meil onginaity trained at Strathchyde University's Ramshom
Theaire in Glasgow where he performed semi-profession-
ally on stage, radio and in film alongside having several
jazz residencies as a singer. In London he ook up voice
acting as well as continuing in shor films. Having moved
o Brighton he ks delighted o be acting for the: first time at
MVT, in this innovative and exciling production.




Alistair Lock

Alistair Lock s a well-respectad actor and sound designer
whose credils include the BBC's 'Doctor Who', ‘Blake's 7,
‘Dan Dare', ‘The Martian Chronicles', 'Bamed’ and acclaimed
dramafisation of Asimov's ', Robol', plus Audible Criginals’
recent psychological sci-fi thriller The Effect’. His association
with Blake's 7 started as director’sound designer on Magic
Bullet's controversial "Kaldor City’ series, He is now bast
known for voicing 2en, a synthetic intelligence, and ORAC, a
highly intelligent but ematic computer, For the NVT, Alistair
has appearad in many shows including 'Biloxi Blues', 'Dinner,
and “lron’,

Aaron Coomer

‘It's a Wonderful Life' s Aaron’s second production at MWT,
Despite baing new o NVT, ha is no strangar (o tha stage,
having spent maost of the last decade working as & teacher and
perfomer (and even longer desperately seeking attention).
He's overjoyed to ba given the chance to put the 100s of hours
he's spent doing voice overs for Russian cardoons to good use
and to be working with such a stellar cast.

Amanda Haman

Amanda has been with the NVT ten years this year. She has
been in many productions over that time including ‘Medea’,
“Seven Jewish Children’, ‘Decade’, "Love & Information’, The
Miser', '"Richard 1II', ‘Gabriel' and the recent production of
Turpin' back in Juna. In batween praductions she can also ba
found halping out at the NVT Box Office.

Elaine Larkin

Elaine is a graduate of The Samuel Becketi Centre, Trinity
College, Dublin. She has performed In varous shows in
Ireland, Greace and LK, Mozt notably she has performead for
BBC Radio 4 in Christopher Hampton's 'The Prague Trial', as
will as numerous appearances in both Brighton Fringe and
Edinburgh Fringe. She was a founding member of the sus-
cessful Scraich That Comedy Improv Show. After an acting
and directing hiatus, Elaine is thrilled to be back on stage and
wiorking with New Venture for the first time.,




Elizabeth Kroon

Elizabath is pleased to returm to NVT for this show afler
performing in 2018's 'Be My Baby'. She was most
recenlly seen in ‘Paradise Rocks' at the Brighton Open Alr
Theatra in May, and 'Frankansiein' al Southwick's Bam
Thesatre before that. Elizabeth has perfformed for over 8
years as an aclor musiclan in local theatres here and in
Morhamptan's Royal & Demgate theatme priordy, as well
as in Brighton and Edinburgh Fringes.

Gamy McCruddan

Gamy has directed many plays at the NVT over the last
dacada including "Dancing at Lughnasa’, "Tha Winslow
Boy', 'How Many Miles 1o Babylon' and Bilod Blues'. Ha
has done a bit of acting too. During his work overseas he
has directed and acted in shows as far afield as New
Yiork, Mairobl, Mexico City, Barbados, Mew Delhi and

Saigon,

20th - 2Bth January 2023
In the Theatre Upstairs

Farragut North
by Beau Willimon
directed by Steven 0'Shea

*| don't lose — | win. Even when | lose, | win®

Setl ageinst the backdrop of a tight primary rece, presidential cendidate’s press secretary
Stephen Ballamy’s mateoric rige falls pray to the ruthless backroom politics of more
spasonad operatives,

A merciless dissecfion of the machinations behind getiing efected, the lusi for power and
the costs endured io achieve it in the hubristic world of political campaigns.



WHY NOT GIVE THE GIFT OF NVT
MEMBERSHIP TO A FRIEND OR RELATIVE
THIS CHRISTMAS?

For membership benefits, see our website at
hittps:fwww.newventure.org. ubk/
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NVYT - Youth Theatre
THE WWT walcomes all young peopis

(12-4T) wilh & passion for o an
PEBBLE intaresst in theatre. Frideys 4.30-
B30 pevs E50 per 10 wessth leamm,

"]" I{ Lj S -I' firsl session 15 FREE!

MNVT Acting Class

P . I, Montay evanings &t 7.30pm for all
- - levals of acsng skills. 1t will coat you

(_onstantinople o 5 par sesson (£2.80 for VT
T ! membess | First visit s FREE| Sea:
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Become a Sponsaor
£250; Ahearlise on ibe wabsiie,
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