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Matinee: Sunday 21st April at 2.30pm

www.newventure, org.uk
www. facebook.com/New\VentureTheatreBrighton

By Churily By HERIT




An Experiment with an Airpump

“Is Progress an ilvsion and the Past 8 Myth?"

Inspired by Joseph Wright's painting“an Experiment on & Bird in the Air Pump®, Shelagh
Stephenson’s ambitious play invites the audience into a world where the okd collides
with the new,

One grand house in Newcastle is occupied by two families ezch teetering on the edge of
change:

179%: It is the eve of a new century; the age of enlightenment - when science promises
to dissipate the darkness of superstition and ignorance. The house buzzes with
scientific experiments, furtive romance and farcical amateur dramatics.

1994: A world of technology, genetic engineering and changed societal roles that would
once have been unimaginable; yet ethical dilemmas and irrationality persist, As a new
millennium dawns, the cellar reveals a dark secret buried for 200 years,

As we travel back and forth, the two tales are linked by a common thread: what moral
price are we willing to pay for scientific advancement?

Shelagh Stephensoen is an English playwright and actress born in Tymemowth, Her other
stage plays include The Memory of Water and Five Kinds of Silence.

The talented cast will take you on & roller coaster ride across two centuries on & guest
for knowledge and progress, with a plot full of twists, gender role reversals and a little
magic, With live music by Steve Hoar,

Directed by award-winner Sam Chittenden (Brighton Fringe Ouistanding Show, 2021).
This will be Sam's sixth full length production at New Venfure. Previous shows includa
Tha Arzonists, The Clean House, Antigone, The Language Archive and a double bill of
Unsanctioned  Measura 2 Measure,

Sam says “An Experiment with An Air Pump is a fascinating play that we hope will move
audiences and spark debate. Wa have had enormous fun exploring the themes in this
play and | am hlessad with a brilliant team of actors and creatives to breathe life into its
two contrasting worlds®



CAST

Femwick/ Tom: Jereny Crow
Susannah’ Ellen: Lawra Witham

Harriet! Kale: Maria Evans
Maria: Esther Dracott

Roget: Morgan Corby
CR TEAM wlt Ee;wm Baeza
Director; Sam Chittenden MUSH :
Azsigtant Director: Elysa Hyde .
Musical Director: Steve Hoar Bortie Purchese: Viciin
Juliet Rowley: Viola

Stage Manager: Moon Barglind, Erin Burbridpe
ASMs; Richard Lok, Kari Petri, Ollie Wilson Steve Hoar: Plano

£at Design: John Everett, Sam Chitienden

Lighting Design & Rigging: Strat Mastoris

Sound & Projection Design: Sam Chittenden

Animation: Morgan Cory

Technical suppart: Apofio Videaus, lan Black

Cosheme Design: Millie Sutherland Thome

Coshieme / Dressers.  Emi Salkedd, Millie Sutherland Thore, Flea Traini-Cobb, Clawdia Ezracalian
Hair & Maka Ugp: Flea Traini-Cobl

Lot Consinection & Painting: Tomasz Baraniecki, Sam Baards, John Everstt, Yulia Girina, Simon
Glazier, Christine Hauschild, Parkash Kaur, George Walher

Chalk illustrations: Fiona Hewitt, Jean Parker

Frop Design and Making; Karl Patrie, Jeremy Crow, Sam Chittandean

Lighting Oparation: Temsin Mastoris

Lound Operation: Cameron Davies, David Turton, Ollie Wilson

Voice Coaching: Sam Ferree

Fight Director: Dodger Phillips

Props & Sef Furniture: Moon Berglind, Sam Chittenden, John Everett

Pastar & Programme: Tamsin Mastaris

Photography: Strat Mastoris

Fublicity: Elysa Hyde

Social Madia: Ayshen Irfan

Health & Safiaty: lan Black

With many thamks to Stephen Stuckes, John Duttar, Eods Sharpe and, &5 always, fo the Fronf of
House and Box (Mfice teams, withoud whom mo shosw would ever ge on,



Femwick' Tom: Jeremy Crow

Jeremy s delighted to be back at the NVT, where his previous
credits have Included The Clean House and Antigone, both
directed by Sam Chittenden, as well as roles Including Dr Miller in
The Deep Rive Sea, Major Glendinning in How iany Miles fo
Batyion and David in Benefactors. He has a0 appeared at
Brighton Litte Theatra and with the Southwick Players, Other
rodas in Brighton include Noel Coward In Mad About the Boy
(Dandyking Productions) and Bottom in A Midsummer Mght's
Dream (Slurring Wards Productions),

Susanmah/ Elen:  Laura Witham

Lawra ig a newcomer to MVT but no stranger to freading the
boands. She studied Orama and Theatre Studies at 5t Mary's
University in Twlckenham,

Recent credits include: Caroline - Seven Stages of an Afatr,
Amanda - Timing, Slave of the Ring - Aladoin, Salt'n'Pepper - Jaok
and the Beansialk and other productions at Burgess Hill Theatre
Clube The Gradiie, Eciipsed, A Phoenlx Too Fregquent. Like her
character Ellen, Laura has a science- based job in Forensics, She
Iowes the gym, skiing, travelling with family has an exceptionaly
barky dachshund called Winston|

Harried/ Kate: Marin Evans

Maria trained in Performing Arts at The Erighton Academy. Sha
parformed in several rofias, including include Maursen i Rand
Martha in Sprimg Awakening and Julia in Minefeer Eigfly-Four at
The Court Theatre in Tring. Maria is also a keen saa swimmes,
theatregoar and boakworm, At the waekend you might find her on
her own in a bar with a dirty martini and an old hook.




Maria: Esther Oracott

As part of NVT Youth Theatre, Esther performad in Charmiess!

and is now making bar debut as an adult. She's very excited 1o be
returning to NVT after studying Acting at the University of Chichester,
wihere she formed theatrs company OnTheNase Productions, of
wihich she's a produces, writer and performer. Other credits include
B0 Miniitas of Moad Swings - Brighton and Edinburgh Fringe,
FemFest and most recently as Bamadette in Litthe Wars for Brighton
Little Theatre. Esther is inspired by the creative opportunities Brighton
has to affer

Aoget: Morgan Corby

This s Morgan's first production at NVT. Previously a member of
NYT and performed in Corming Clean with Brighton Little Theatre.
Morgan studsed fairy tales for his degrea and visits folk stories
sites around the UK. He's also an enthusiastic doadier who loves
waltching and creating hand drawn animations.

Armstrong/Phil: Benjamin Baeza

Benjamin has been part of the Brighton theatre scene for over a
decade. Following the challenges of COMD-19, Baeza spent
three impactil years with the One Fell Swoop Project, in such
roles a5 Fendinand - The Tempest, Trollus - Trodys and Cressisa
and Adriana - The Comedy of Erors, Ben alse found creative
homes in Brighton with Brief Hiaies - Spring Awakening and
Dracuts, Unmasked Theatre - Anfony and Cleopatra and Witers
Bac, Blue Devil Theatre - fam a Gamera and Gemings, and True
Story Theatre Company - Frankersfein,




Isohel; Rose 0Hane

Rose racently graduated from Drama Studio London with a BAin
Professional Acting; her credits whikst in training range from
Masha in Three Sisfers fo Jane Eyre, Rosa was most recently
seen at NT in Measure 2 Megsure as [saballa. Outside of acting
Rese can be found playing guitar, practising yoga and swimming.

Directar: Sam Chittenden

Sam i an award-winning playwriphbidinector, and Artistc Director of
Ditterent Theatre. She won Best New Play (2019) and Outstanding
Show (2021) at Brighton Fringe for her musical Glean, Sam's
feminist folk horror Sanywias nominated for the Infallibles Award at
Edimburgh Fringe, and her one-woman Metamorpinsis was
selected for the Fringe Encore series at SoHo Playhouse, NYG.
Riecent work includes Unguiet Stmbars: The Haurting of Emily
Eronté, Mary Shefley's The Last and dystopian drama Chemisiry.
Sam’s previous NVT productions include The Arsonists, The Clean
Hovse, Antipone, The Language Archive and Uinsanctioned /
Measure 2 Measure, S0iHTheatre www.ditferent-theatre.com

17th - 26th May 2024
In the Studio Theatre

Picnic at Hanging Rock
by Tom Wright
directed by Diane Robinson

O & swaltering hot Valentine's Day 1900, in the
bacedon region of Australia, 3 Australian schoolgirls
and a teacher, on a picnic expedition to the remote
Hanging Rock, abseond from their group. They are lasl seen heading lowards the Rock,

In this chilling adaplation of Joan Lindsay's classic slory, 5 female performers struggle
b solve the mystery of the missing girs and their leacher, they also tell of the horrific
reverberalions thal their disappearance creales in the commanily,



Steve Hoar: Musical Director & Piano

Steve first worked as Musical Directar and composer on 4
Christmas Carodin 2015. Since then, he has worked on Dick Barton,
Bioad Wetiding and previously collaborated with Sam

Chittenden an The Clean Houss, all at the NVT. He also worked with
Slurring Words Theatre on The Pilowman and A Midsurmmer Might's
Drear.

Steve works &5 a piano fitor and sings with Brighton Voices. He
enjoys composing original soundiracks for theatre, He's also a friend
of The Brighton Philhanmonic and encourages you 1o support your
Iocal orchestral

Bartie Purchesza: Violin

Bartie wis in the Brighton Youth Orchestra growing up and shudied
music at A-leved, but left violin behind shortly aftes. He wouldn't
return b it until nearly 15 years later when he - coincidentally -
lardiad his first acting role at NVT: A Christmas Carofin 2015,
Sinca then, Bertie has appeared in a number of productions &s an
actor and on occasion, has played violin in them. *Air Pumng!
musical director Steve Hoar was musical director of A Christmas
Caraf all those years ago, and Bertie is appropriately pumped to be
wirking with him again.

Juliet Rowley: Viala

Juliet is & mutti-instrumentaist, playing the aboe and the viola.
She has exlensive experience playing in onchestras and smaller
ensembles, and most recently was a member of Sution Symphony
Orchestra prios i moving 1o Brighlon. She played the oboe in an
adaptation of A Midsummer Mght's Dreant by Slurdng Words
Theatre al Stanmer House grounds in 2018, working with Steve
Hoar in hés capacity of Musical Director, Juliet balances her digital
desk job by walking on the South Downs. She is also a keen
phatographer, enjoys baking but is a terrible cake decorator!




Supporting The New Venture

Wa all need a little ‘care and mainbenancs’ from fime fo Gme and owr lovely Grade 1 lisked
theatre is certainly no excoplion, Whather if's fixing the mof or upgrading equipment if is al
inGreasingly aupensive, S0 any donaton you can make (o help keap the Mesw Ventune alve
and kicking will be hugely appreciated, and you can do il either via the donations box by thi
fireplace in the bar, or using the Donate Bullon on the homepage of our websile -

vt niwnanbure, org uk
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IMBE MAIL BOXESETC:

¥ Prind & Capy ) Packing & Shipping
) Office Services () Packing Materials
O stationery ) Post & Parcels

Tel: DRITA 70 B0 20 © wwew. mbsbrighton.co.uk
Emait: prntSebebrighion coul O 91 Westsrm Bosd, Brighton. B3 2k

Contacting the NVT

For Bckal ivlgmmation only, call
e Bon Officn - 01273 746114,
To book Bckals or for ol
information chack our webshe at
W RTINS NG Lk

All other enguines 071273 BO8ISS

MNew Venture

Young Adults Theatre

Far young pecplé wanling o buld
e sholis and axpenenoe within e
raailng sachor [17-25) Fridaye 4. 30-
B 3lpm. E55 par 10 wesk barm

first sesson s FREE!

NVT Acting Class

Monday evanings al 7.30pm Tor all
hrvprls: of aclng skils, || will Sosl you
just E8 per session (£2.80 for NYT
maenihiars] First visil in FREE] Goe
weihEile lor detaia,

Become a Sponsor

250 Adwertises on the wobsis,

In pach programims and cur neavws-
laiter Tor ong year. Plus wo fes
Hkets par show. Conlact

furedral s ing S revwrvanung ong uk
fer delsils

O wihy nok Beielemie: an Angal,
Arckangel or even Archangsl
Gabeed b5 Help us suppord the
cumant and fubues Improvements o
o [hessire. For furthar infermation
please conbsct B Angsls
Coprdnator Ganry MoCruddan
argatinawneriu e oy uk

Membership

Company mesmbenship -

E15 a ynar. Full paricpation
diaoounl on Bckals & newslaliar
StudeniUraged - £10 a yaar,
Az aborn . Procd of siafis 1o
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