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Conste[lations
by Nick Payne

Originally premiered to critical acclaim at the Royal Court Theatre in 2012, the
play explores the complexities of human relationships and the enigmatic world
of quantum mechanics. lt tells the story of Roland, a beekeeper, and Marianne,
a physicist at the University of Sussex.

After they meet at a barbeque the two become lovers. They marry - or do they?
Through a series of vignettes their relationship unfolds across multiple parallel

universes - a multiverse - as the play explores the infinite possibilities of love and

fate. Each universe offers a different outcome.

Through its two-person cast, mesmerizing dialogue and innovative structure,
Constellations explores our perceptions of both time and space.

It is an amazing play. When first I saw a production I was totally blown away. Nick

Payne's unlikely intertwining of beekeeping and string theory has haunted me ever

since. I determined that one day I would mount my own production and am

gratefulto NVT for giving me this opportunity. What fascinates me is that, while
most plays have a linear structure, Constellations is different. Through the
characters of theoretical physicist Marianne and beekeeper Roland the action

moves backwards, sideways and forwards as we explore an ever-changing theatrical
multiverse. The essence of the play can be summed up in one of its many

memorable lines: "Every choice, every decision you've ever and never made exists

in an unimaginably vast ensemble of parallel universes." I find it a fascinating work
by a playwright whose plays I greatly admire. lt manages to be challenging and

demanding while being, at the same time, absorbing and enjoyable.
Rare qualities indeed.

Mary Allen

Director
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